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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION 

All Stages of Bills, and Council Messages — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [9.33 am]: I have a second motion. I move — 

That, for the remainder of 2008, so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable bills 
to proceed without delay between the stages and to enable messages from the Legislative Council to be 
taken into consideration on the day on which they are received. 

I have just a couple of words on this one. This is very normal practice for the government and the person who 
occupies my position. It is moved to try to ensure that we finalise as many bills as possible. The state Australian 
Labor Party did it when it was in government. We have always done it when we have been in government. It is 
nothing new, and has always been done with the cooperation of both sides. I have mentioned to the manager of 
opposition business that it is quite possible that we will sit late next Wednesday. I will obviously be moving a 
motion at some stage, but I would ask for the opposition’s cooperation to try to reduce private members’ time 
next week between 4.00 pm and 6.00 pm, so that, if necessary, a meal break can be taken, and we will resume, 
on the instructions of the Speaker, at seven o’clock to hopefully get through as much business as we can before 
the final day of sitting on Thursday. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [9.34 am]: The government will have the support of the opposition on this 
motion. That support is on the basis that this is standard practice as we get towards the end of the year, with the 
understanding that passing legislation is an important part of the process of government. Of course, most of the 
legislation that we will be dealing with was Labor government legislation, so it makes sense that, as we approach 
the end of the year, we would like to proceed with some haste to pass the bills which we receive from the upper 
house or which originated in this place. It should be noted, though, that in the case of the surrogacy legislation, 
for instance, members on our side, at least—I assume on the government side as well—have a conscience 
vote — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So that legislation may not proceed as swiftly in this chamber as members would like 
because of the vagaries of debate when conscience votes take place. Sometimes it proceeds rather more slowly 
than one would expect, particularly because, as I understand it, I think there are six new members on our side, 
and there are probably 10 or so new members on the government side — 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Eighteen new members on your side; 13 on ours. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There we go—maths was not my strong point! This Parliament has roughly 21 new 
members who probably have a variety of views on issues like surrogacy; this was certainly evident in listening to 
the maiden speeches. It may well turn out that the best laid plans do not proceed as expected and the Surrogacy 
Bill will proceed more slowly than expected due to that influx of new talent and new views into this chamber. 

The other bill is the truth-in-sentencing legislation, a form of which was initiated by the Labor government; 
however, there is now a new Liberal government version, aspects of which will require some debate. I am unsure 
whether the government proposes to bring that on next week, but the opposition wishes to gets its teeth into that 
legislation to ensure it achieves the outcome that we were hoping to achieve when we were in office as well — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Member, we can bring it on this afternoon, if you like. We can start it this afternoon. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We will talk about that. The opposition is pleased to agree to proceeding with important 
legislation. 

Question put and passed. 
 


